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NAWIC encourages women to pursue careers 
in construction, provides technical and 
professional development and promotes 
networking and information sharing. The 
awards will be made on Friday 7 May at 
the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron in 
Auckland. 

Fulton Hogan’s finalists are:

• Kelly Churchill and Philippa Green 
(Christchurch)

• Anita Varga and Hinearoha McAllister 
(Bay of Plenty) 

• Arden Hermans and Freya Ulrich 
(Northland)

• Bonnie Walker (Nelson)

We are delighted to have seven finalists 
in the National Association for Women in 
the Construction Industry (NAWIC) awards, 
including Christchurch’s Kelly Churchill and 
Philippa Green.

NAWIC was founded in the United States 
70 years ago and is now also active in the 
UK, Ireland, Canada, Australia, South Africa 
and New Zealand. This year is NAWIC’s 25th 
anniversary in New Zealand, and the New 
Zealand membership includes quantity 
surveyors, project managers, suppliers, 
planners, designers, architects, engineers, 
tradespeople, students, apprentices, health 
and safety managers and lawyers.

One of Fulton Hogan’s seven Women in 
Infrastructure award finalists, Arden Hermans.



Better trade-offs between development and environment

Environment Court update

On the eve of its 30th birthday, the Resource 
Management Act is about to be no more. 
Three new Acts - focusing on land use and 
environmental regulation, strategic planning, 
and adapting to climate change – will take 
its place.

A review of the RMA found significant 
shortcomings in its protection of our 
environment and management of urban 
growth. It was also seen to contribute to 
insufficient affordable housing, increased 
traffic congestion and pollution, declining 
biodiversity, and lost productivity.

This has helped contribute to New Zealand’s 
‘infrastructure deficit’, demonstrated by 
this World Economic Forum international 
competitiveness table.

 

The recently-formed New Zealand 
Infrastructure Commission Te Waihanga is 
focused on addressing this.

“It’s time to have the hard conversations 
about what we value most, and the 
necessary trade-offs,” says CEO Ross 
Copland. 

This includes ensuring rules and regulations 
about sourcing raw material are compatible 
with the country’s need for better roads and 
more houses. This requires addressing the 
current tension between development and 
environmental protection.

Ross Copland says that while there’s no 
such thing as a perfect planning system, 
addressing this tension will make decision-
making more streamlined and productive.

“Environment and infrastructure are not at 
odds - you do not have to make a choice,” 
he says. “Infrastructure very often is built to 
address an environmental issue – light rail to 
get cars off the road, or telco infrastructure to 
allow people to work from home.”

The Commission’s chief policy advisor Rob 
Addison says infrastructure is at the heart 
of many of the Government’s wellbeing 
objectives.

“Unfortunately, the RMA doesn’t really 
allow people making those decisions to 

think about the alternatives from a wider 
community perspective – it just looks at the 
environmental effects. This is one area the 
new legislation must improve,” he says.

“If we want more homes in our cities, this 
means delivering the roads, pipes and power 
lines needed to connect those homes.

“If we want 100 percent renewable electricity 
by 2030, this will mean consenting more 
wind farms and pumped hydroschemes. If 
we want to avoid pumping wastewater into 
our harbours, we must get more wastewater 
infrastructure consented.” 

Rob Addison says the new resource 
management system will determine whether 
enough infrastructure can be consented to 
achieve the Government’s goals.

“With each consent application, we need to 
consider the question; ‘what happens if we 
do nothing?’ What happens if we choose 
not to widen a road to put in a safety barrier 
because we think it’s more important to 
protect a neighbouring wetland? It could 
mean more deaths on our roads.

“What happens if we don’t consent enough 
wind turbines because we would rather 
preserve the natural beauty of a ridgetop? It 
could mean staying reliant on fossil-fuelled 
electricity generation.”

As part of that process, Te Waihanga has 
launched ‘Aotearoa 2050’, with a survey 
asking New Zealanders to join the discussion 
about infrastructure priorities. Take part and 
have your say at https://www.aotearoa2050.
infrastructure.govt.nz/.

This an abridged version of the article ‘Why 
we need to rethink the way we manage our 
resources’ by Eleanor Black of Newsroom 
(www.newsroom.co.nz) on 7 April 2021. Our 
thanks to Newsroom for their willingness to 
share this.
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The Environment Court mediation process for the Roydon Quarry commences in May.  This is an opportunity for all parties to discuss some of 
the appeal issues and explore alternative resolution of them.



An artist’s impression of 
the new stadium
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Rare find during motorway construction

The team working on the Te Ahu a Turanga: 
Manawatū Tararua Highway project has 
made a rare discovery.

Excavating a gully on the highway that 
will replace the old Manawatū Gorge, they 

uncovered a tibia bone, two femur bones, a 
pelvic bone, vertebra and other leg bones 
from two moa.

“We believe it is one of the first moa 
bones finds in the area, and is an amazing 

discovery for our project whānau and 
the region,” Waka Kotahi Owner Interface 
Manager Lonnie Dalzell says.

“It’s not unusual on projects like this for us to 
uncover midden (domestic waste), but moa 

bones are rare.” 

The area was cordoned off and 
earthworks halted while project site 
archaeologist Patrick Harsveldt and kaitiaki 
inspected the find. Kaitiaki co-ordinator 
Terry Hapi says there was some initial 
concern the bones could be koiwi (human 
remains).

“We were all very excited when we 
realised these were moa bones, and it 
was a privilege to be able to assist in the 
archaeological excavation.”

Great team for visionary project

Fulton Hogan has been named in the team 
to design and build Canterbury’s Multi-Use 
Arena (CMUA).

Working with specialist stadium builders 
BESIX Watpac, stadium designers 
Populous and Mott MacDonald, Southbase 
Construction, seismic engineers Lewis 
Bradford and architects Warren and 
Mahoney, the vision is to create a stadium 
that “unites and ignites the spirit of 
Christchurch”.

“We all understand the importance of 
that vision and are proud of the diverse 
capabilities in our team to bring it to life,” 
says Fulton Hogan’s General Manager 
Construction Justin McDowell.

The CMUA is Christchurch’s final anchor 
project, jointly funded by Christchurch City 
Council and the Crown. Construction begins 
in early 2022, with completion scheduled for 
late 2024.
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Almost 75 years after the takahē was 
rediscovered, 29 birds have been released 
in the same area they emerged from 
‘extinction’.

In February, representatives from Ngāi Tahu, 
the Department of Conservation (DOC) and 
Fulton Hogan released the takahē in the 
Murchison Mountains of Fiordland as part of 
the Takahē Recovery Programme.

This Takahē Special Area covers about 
50,000 hectares and has 3,500 predator 
traps. The takahē population there has 

grown from 77 to an estimated 200 birds 
(after the recent release) in the past five 
years alone.

DOC’s Senior Biodiversity Ranger Glen 
Greaves says the support of companies 
like Fulton Hogan is “a springboard towards 
our ultimate goal of self-sustaining wild 
populations, without putting the species’ 
security at risk”. 

With growing numbers of takahē in the 
Murchison mountains, next summer’s takahē 
chicks will be released into a brand new 

wild home - somewhere takahē may not 
have been for centuries. 

“The challenge of selecting the ultimate 
takahē site, combined with achieving this 
milestone alongside our partners, is a 
conservation worker’s dream scenario,” Glen 
says.

Fulton Hogan’s South Island General 
Manager Craig Stewart says to have been 
part of the release was a privilege – a “once-
in-a-lifetime experience”.

Takahē recovery continues, with new release

Earlier releases of the Takahē 

Fulton Hogan’s South Island General Manager Craig Stewart (left) and DOC Senior Biodiversity 
Ranger Glen Greaves with one of the boxes containing young Takahē  just prior to their release.

 


