
The world’s largest passenger plane 
is taxiing Christchurch’s runway free of 
its usual safety convoy following the 
realignment of an existing road. 
Christchurch Airport contracted Fulton 
Hogan to rebuild parts of Airfield Road 
which travels alongside the Alpha Taxi 
Way, as the previous road was too 
close to the runway to comply with 
criteria and required the Airbus A380 to 
be escorted by fire personnel.
The Airfield Road realignment was 
completed mid-August after three 
months of work.   
Fulton Hogan Airport Delivery Manager, 
Simon Heatley said the previous road 
infringed on taxiway road alignment 
and had to be adjusted to allow 
necessary clearances from operational 
aircraft.
The A380 flew in and out of 
Christchurch each day from Sydney 
and required a minimum of 51 metres 
between the centre line of Alpha Taxi 
Way and Airfield Road to avoid the 
need for chaperones.

Fulton Hogan Engineer Darren Maw 
said 7,000 square metres of asphalt 
was laid for the new road, which 
totalled a length of 1500 metres. The 
road width varied between four and a 
half to five and a half metres wide.
The site needed to be managed in 
multiple areas, which required the 
coordination of various work streams 
and included added challenges of 
working around a live site, said Heatley.
“This was managed through a 
consistent and dedicated team 
enduring learnings with a zero harm 
safety record.” 
“We are proud of our team for their 
commitment to safety,” said Heatley.
The project also required the shaping 
of swales, shifting of security fences 
and in some areas the removal of 
asphalt.
Airfield Road extends around the 
perimeter of the Christchurch Airport 
and is used by contractors and aviation 
security to maintain and service the 
area. 
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Q’s

Farewell & Welcome
We have been very lucky to have Jared 
Johnston working with us on the various 
quarry projects in his capacity as South 
Island Quarry Manager.

Jared’s knowledge and long working 
history in quarrying has been extensive 
and what he doesn’t know is most likely 
not worth knowing. In recognition of 
Jared’s diverse skill base he has been 
promoted to the position of Regional 
Manager, Central Otago and has taken 
up this position with his usual gusto for 
any new project. 

Jared has also been elected to the 
position of Chair of the Aggregate and 
Quarry Association of New Zealand 
(AQA), in recognition of his extensive 
working knowledge and passion for the 
quarry and extractive industry.

We wish Jared all the very best in his 
new endeavours and we know that he 
will always be available to call on to 
assist with any aspect of these ongoing 
quarry projects. 

Read more about the local quarries team 
on page 2/3 in this issue.   
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A history of quarries and shingle 
pits in Christchurch
From an acre-large shingle pit in the midst of Hagley Park to 
the densely packed pits in both Waltham and Opawa, the face 
of Christchurch has drastically changed over time and its many 
quarries have been all but forgotten.

But if you delve through old archives, you will discover quarries 
and shingle pits were a common sight in the east of the city 
one to two centuries ago—right on our doorstep—before they 
headed west. 

Over 60 of these pits were present throughout the city at intervals 
over a 200 year period. Now, most of Christchurch’s quarries have 

moved to the western outskirts of the city. 

The aggregate produced was vital for the construction of the city’s 
roads and buildings. The most unique rock varieties were found on 
the Port Hills and used in many of Christchurch’s historic structures. 
A quarry on Bridle Path Road produced a fine, grey-green trachyte 
which was used in the lower wall of the iconic Christchurch 
Cathedral, while a Hillsborough quarry supplied a blue-grey stone 
for the old University of Canterbury buildings. It also produced a 
small quantity of pink basalt rock.

Halswell Quarry produced a fine blue-grey stone interspersed with 
small crystals of black augite and golden olivine, used to construct 
the Sign of the Takahe, the Canterbury Museum and the Robert 
McDougall Art Gallery. 
In contrast, Tai Tapu produced a red, volcanic rock which was used 
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The Quarry Team 
Whilst it is with a tinge of sadness that we see Jared depart Christchurch, it is with pleasure 
that we introduce you to the quarry team that will be overseeing quarry matters in both 
Canterbury (Alan and Kelvyn) and also the South Island (Don and Richard).

Otago-Southland Regional Manager 
Richard has over 20 years’ engineering, management and 
leadership experience, having worked in New Zealand, 
the United Kingdom and Australia.  In his current role, 
Richard is responsible for leading and influencing the 
regional businesses’ sectors and industries areas to ensure 
excellent client outcomes. Richard’s qualifications include a 
BE in Civil Engineering. He is also a Chartered Professional 
Engineer and a Member of the Institution of Professional 
Engineers New Zealand.

South Island Resources and Sustainability Manager
Don has a demonstrated history of working in the 
environmental services industry. Skilled in Sustainable 
Development, Corporate Social Responsibility, 
Environmental Issues, Government, and Natural Resource 
Management. Strong business development professional 
graduated from Lincoln University (NZ).
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moved to the western outskirts of the city. 

The aggregate produced was vital for the construction of the city’s 
roads and buildings. The most unique rock varieties were found on 
the Port Hills and used in many of Christchurch’s historic structures. 
A quarry on Bridle Path Road produced a fine, grey-green trachyte 
which was used in the lower wall of the iconic Christchurch 
Cathedral, while a Hillsborough quarry supplied a blue-grey stone 
for the old University of Canterbury buildings. It also produced a 
small quantity of pink basalt rock.

Halswell Quarry produced a fine blue-grey stone interspersed with 
small crystals of black augite and golden olivine, used to construct 
the Sign of the Takahe, the Canterbury Museum and the Robert 
McDougall Art Gallery. 
In contrast, Tai Tapu produced a red, volcanic rock which was used 

to build the Memorial Gates listing the names of soldiers who 
served in Boer War and World War One.

Many of these pits left a smattering of parks in their wake—
scenic, tree-lined spaces to add to the famous garden city. Kyle 
Park, Bradford Park, Scott’s Park, Victoria Park, Centennial Park, 
Waltham Park, Hansen Park, Rhodes Memorial Park, and Hagley 
Park are all rehabilitated pits.

Other pits were converted into residential land. Remnants of their 
quarrying past can be found in the hints of road names such 
as The Kilns, Austin and Kirk Lane, Brickworks Place and Farnley 
Reserve.
To find out more about Christchurch’s quarrying history, visit: 
www.fultonhoganquarries.com.

Canterbury Quarries Divisional Manager 
Alan joined Fulton Hogan earlier this year after having 
been at Hawkins as a Project Manager in the Christchurch 
earthquake recovery programme. A graduate from Auckland 
University (Architecture), Alan has racked up nearly 30 
years in the construction industry in various management 
roles. This includes 14 years in the concrete and masonry 
industries and 9 plus years in residential construction 
management. 

Canterbury Quarry Operations Manager 
Kelvyn has been with Fulton Hogan for over 17 years with 
a long history in quarrying in Canterbury, starting off in 
the field with mobile crushing plant roles across the wider 
region, then moving into a quarry manager’s role and 
gaining qualifications within the extractive industry before 
taking on the current Operations role.
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Kids are getting their faces painted 
at the opening of the new Sumner 
playground. More on Page 4



Fulton Hogan’s efforts to propagate kowhai around its Pound Road 
quarry have been recognised in this year’s MIMICO Environmental 
Awards.

Fulton Hogan received a silver award for its dedication to 
Environmental Excellence for growing and saving endangered 
indigenous plants through Fulton Hogan’s Indigenous Planting 
Programme.

Fulton Hogan’s planting programme began eight years ago whilst 
they were assessing the feasability of a potential land swap 
between their Pound Road quarry site and Templeton Golf Course. 
In this process Fulton Hogan discovered that the Templeton Golf 
Course was a recognised site of ecological significance, and as 
such instigated this planting programme to conserve the valuable 
remnants of the Kowhai still on the course. 
Although the proposed land swap has been placed on hold, 
Fulton Hogan has continued using the propagated plants, planting 
on clean filled land around its Pound Road Quarry. They have also 
been donating the plants for local councils and trusts to use.
Fulton Hogan Environmental Advisor, Stuart Edwards; said 
“the planting of endemic species was going to create a local 
indigenous reestablishment along bunds between the quarry site 
and the golf course”. 
“We planted 120 kowhai along the bund—these are legacy 
kowhai from the golf course. We saw this as a unique, indigenous 
biodiversity situation and the opportunity was there to do 
something very positive.”
The aim was to improve biodiversity in the vicinity of worksites 
and to provide a habitat for birds and invertebrates.

Fulton Hogan is committed to improving the environment around 
its worksites and across the wider community, by ensuring that 
rare plants are returned to natural landscapes in a variety of 
suitable locations, while maintaining the genetic diversity of the 
plants. 

Spring’s arrival brings children 
back to Scarborough Park

Hundreds descended onto the new Sumner playground at its 
opening day at the beginning of September. The Christchurch 
City Council had contracted Fulton Hogan to upgrade the park 
for three months during winter.  Construction had started in 
June following community consultation late last year and 
approval by the local Community Board. 

The park was blessed and speeches were given to 
commemorate the occasion. With a new decked-out 
playground, fairies painting faces and free sausages, it’s little 
wonder the Scarborough Park opening was such a hit with 
the children. Heathcote Councillor Sara Templeton said the 
park upgrade had been talked about for many years so she 
was delighted to open it. 
“We hope that this wonderful new space will be one where 
many more happy memories are made.” She said there were 
many fun and exciting play items for children of all ages to 
enjoy, as well as a much more seating, picnic tables and 
shade areas. 
Heathcote Community Board Member Darrell Latham thanked 
the Fulton Hogan team for building the playground and doing 
a “wonderful job”. Fulton Hogan Project Manager Daniel 
Squire said he was proud of the team for their hard work 
carrying out the job. “It’s awesome seeing the final product 
being appreciated by the local community—it definitely 
makes the job worthwhile,” Squire said.
A much loved attraction of the park, a 50-year-old rocking 
horse, was retired and lived on as a static item in the park’s 
nature play area, while a new rocking horse replaced it.
Logs and a tree stump within a new nature area also came 
from a macrocarpa tree previously standing in the old park. 
Rubber surfacing on the playground floor was made from 
recycled products and would be recycled again at the end of 
its life. 

Latham said the Scarborough Sea Wall steps were being 
reinstated outside the café and were expected to be 
completed in November. Work on the nearby Clock Tower was 
also expected to be completed prior to Christmas.

FH is awarded a silver medal for 
their conservation efforts


