
Fulton Hogan’s oil recycling 
programme gained a seven-year tick 
of approval from the government in 
July, with the R.O.S.E scheme being 
re-accredited through until 2026.
R.O.S.E (Recycling Oil Saves the 
Environment) was established and 
gained government accreditation 
seven years ago. A partnership 
between Fulton Hogan, Petroleum 
Services Ltd, Salters Cartage Ltd 
and the government, R.O.S.E has 
collected more than 100 million litres 
of used oil since 2011.
Associate Minister for the 
Environment Eugenie Sage delivered 
the R.O.S.E accreditation at the Fulton 
Hogan Miners Road Laboratory.
“People and the environment 
benefit when businesses step up 
and consider what happens to 
products they use, and how to 
avoid harmful waste from them,” 
Ms Sage said. “Fulton Hogan and 

its partners have done this in 
operating the Recovering Oil Saves 
the Environment scheme. It’s a good 
example of how we can shift away 
from a ‘take-make-waste’ economy 
to a ‘make-use-return’ one, where 
products are repeatedly re-used or 
recycled.”
R.O.S.E recycled oil is used in 
industrial applications by companies 
ranging from Fulton Hogan to 
Tegel to Oji Fibres’ Kinleith mills. 
Further underpinning the scheme 
are distribution partners Allied 
Lubricants, BP Lubricants, Oil Intel 
(Total Lubricants), Lubricants NZ (Elf 
Lubricants) and Supercheap Auto 
(who enable the public to leave 
used oil at their stores for collection). 
Across New Zealand the three 
partners have increased the number 
of collection sites to more than 
8,200. At the ceremony, South Island 
General Manager Craig Stewart 

talked about the importance of 
multiple approaches to reducing 
carbon emissions and increasing 
sustainable production. “We all 
know there’s no silver bullet. The 
answer lies in a mix of steps 
- researching, experimenting, 
blending, testing and refining various 
approaches, strategies and sources 
or raw material,” Stewart said. “We’re 
committed to reducing our carbon 
emissions by 25% by 2025, broadly 
in line with the government’s goal of 
NZ being net zero by 2050, and are 
active in policy development for key 
legislation, including the current Zero 
Carbon Bill amendments.”
R.O.S.E is one of 12 voluntary 
product stewardship schemes in 
New Zealand that have Ministerial 
accreditation, covering the collection 
of waste products ranging from tyres 
to lithium batteries.
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Image left: Associate Minister for the Environment  
Eugenie Sage presenting Fulton Hogan’s R.O.S.E 
accreditation to Craig Stewart. 
Below: John Forrest and Minister Sage inspect the 
Plastiphalt, another Fulton Hogan ‘circular economy’ 
initiative. 



       

Q’s
Quarry Quarry Rehabilitation: 

A sub tropical garden wonderland

Rehabilitation of a quarry is usually the first 
question asked well before the quarry has 
even been started. The rehabilitation could 
be some 40-50 years after the first stone 
is quarried from the land, but planning of 
what that rehabilitation will look like now 
forms a part of a quarry consent application 
process. 

There are many examples of rehabilitated 
quarries both in New Zealand and overseas, 
but one that we think is particularly interesting 
is an old quarry in Whangarei that is now a 
tropical garden.

Whangarei Quarry Gardens (WQG) is a lush 
subtropical oasis created by volunteers, in 
the remnants of a former stone quarry in 
Northland. 

The ex-quarry site is a restoration project 
taken on by the local community that has 
flourished into well-established gardens that 
provide peaceful respite from the busy pace 
of modern life. Only moments from SH1, the 
Gardens are a wonderful place to break up the 
long journey North, while refuelling at the cafe 
and recharge oneself with a walk in nature. 
A must see is renowned artist, Chris Booth’s 
sculpture “Te Wai U O Te Atakura”.

With an annual rainfall of 1500-2000 mm 

per year and New Zealand’s highest average 
temperatures, Northland possesses a truly 
subtropical climate. At Whangarei Quarry 
Gardens these climatic conditions, coupled 
with the shelter provided by the towering 
walls of the old stone quarry, create an ideal 
microclimate for growing a diverse range of 
native and exotic subtropical plants.
While at the Gardens, visitors will find plenty 
to do:
• Explore waterfalls, quarry ruins, a lake and 

forest trails
• Visit Quail Cafe and relax with a coffee
• Take a one-hour Golf Cart tour 
• Discover Sculptures and their stories
• Children love to hear themselves echo in 

the old tunnels
• Hike from WQG over the hill to the Quarry 

Arts Centre through stunning native bush 
(1.5 hour return trip)

• Relax in a quiet space for a moment or 
two and enjoy the view!

Entry to the gardens is by donation and this 
allows the community to continue to upgrade 
the gardens and keep them in pristine 
condition. 

But wait there is more:
In addition to the gardens there is also a 
thriving Arts centre in the old quarry grounds. 
The art centre and the sub tropical garden sit 

alongside high qulity housing which blends 
beautifully into the hilly slopes of the quarry. 
What was once an abandoned quarry and 
now a thriving creative space, the Quarry Arts 
Centre plays an important role in the Northland 
arts community.
The Quarry Arts Centre owes much to the 
vision and drive of prominent potter and 
artist Yvonne Rust (1922 – 2002) who played 
a key role in its formation in the early 1980s. 
She had long wanted an artistic community 
where craftspeople could use a range of raw 
materials to create exciting and experimental 
work.

The decommissioned quarry in the hills above 
Whangarei provided the perfect site. From 
1980, and initially under Yvonne’s direction, 
local artists and community workers turned 
Waldron’s Quarry  into a working space for 

craftspeople. Buildings were erected among 
the remnants of the quarry machinery, 
providing studios for artists as well as 
workshop space for the community.  For 
some years, government-funded work 
schemes enabled unemployed young 
people to learn a range of crafts – clay 
production, pottery, leather-making and 
paper-making. Potter Barry Brickell (1935 – 
2016) built the first kilns, and for some time, 
clay was made on site, utilising the rich 
natural resources of the area.
The Northland Craft Trust purchased the 
quarry site in 1983 and appointed the 
first manager, stained glass expert Sam 
Halstead. The Trust continues to oversee 
the site under a full-time manager and 
administrative staff.

The Quarry has undergone major changes 
since the 1980s. Old buildings have been 

demolished and new spaces developed 
but the original organic look of the place 
remains. The Northland Craft Gallery opened 
on the site in February 1984 and provided an 
important venue for local artists. Now known 
as the Yvonne Rust Gallery, the space was 
refurbished in 2011. A new wood-fired kiln 
opened in 2017. There is now a cafe, a co-
operative store selling the works of resident 
artists, and the Quarry shop stocks a wide 
range of clays, glazes and ceramics tools. 



       

Fulton Hogan has a number of operational 
sites in Central Otago and is very conscious 
of any issues arising from their operations.  
Fulton Hogan works very hard to mitigate 
any issues on their own sites, and they have 
air quality monitors in place around their 
Central Otago sites, but it would appear 
that in winter the humble wood fire in local 
homes is the main culprit of the poor quailty 
air in the region.

A recent newspaper article by Adam Burns 
looks at what causes these problems, he 
writes:

Keeping air quality levels in check continues to 
be a tough task for residents in the regions.
A total of 24 breaches of PM10 
limits were recorded by the 
Otago Regional Council (ORC) 
last month - the same amount 
recorded during the same time 
last year.

Latest figures also indicate a rise 
in breaches in Cromwell and 
Milton.

Five breaches were recorded 
in Cromwell in June this year 
compared to one in June 2018 
and eight breaches in Milton in 
June this year compared to four 
during June last year.

PM10 are particles in the air less 
than 10 microns in diameter. 
They are produced by the 
combustion of wood and fossil 
fuels, as well as by various 
industrial and natural processes. Arrowtown 
continues to be the biggest culprit as 10 
breaches were recorded in June by the regional 
council, compared to 15 during June last year.
Niwa (National Institute of Water and 
Atmospheric Research) is also conducting air 
quality checks over winter in Arrowtown and 
confirmed it had identified national standard 
breaches six times in one week, between June 
19 and 26.

Four sites are monitored continuously year 
round by the regional council, comprising 

Alexandra, Arrowtown, Mosgiel and Central 
Dunedin. Additional monitoring also occurs in 
Balclutha, Milton, Clyde, and Cromwell during 
the winter months.
Niwa scientists had previously said that 
Alexandra was known for having one of the 
worst air quality levels in the country.
Regional council environmental data scientist 
Sarah Harrison said concentrations of PM10 had 
been comparatively lower since the monitoring 
site was moved to Alexandra Primary School 
in 2017.

“The site move means it is difficult to 
confidently identify trends, but as monitoring 
continues in the new site we will be able 
to gather a clearer picture of PM10 levels in 

Alexandra.”

Ms Harrison said the regional council expected 
to see elevated levels as temperatures 
decreased and people began to heat their 
homes. A total of 25 breaches were recorded in 
Otago last July, including eight in Cromwell.

Ms Harrison said the regional council was 
engaging in an education campaign across 
Otago, particularly Arrowtown, to encourage 
people to burn dry wood which produced less 

PM10.

“We are also offering a Clean Heat Clean Air 
subsidy to swap out outdated burners for ultra-
low emission heating appliances in qualifying 
towns.”

Niwa has installed 22 outdoor sensors in 
spots around Arrowtown as part of initiatives 
launched to encourage good heating habits.
An additional 21 homes have participated in 
the project by hosting an indoor air quality 
monitor to detect how much smoke from 
outdoors is getting into their homes. 

The initiatives are part of joint efforts between 
the regional council, the Southern District 

Health Board, Cosy Homes Trust and Niwa.
Niwa air quality scientist Dr Ian Longley said 
the new Arrowtown outdoor sensors and 
indoor air quality monitors could be rolled out 
in other spots in the region in the future. He 
said it was too early to draw conclusions on 
any trends in Arrowtown.

“Early indications are that Arrowtown’s air 
quality isn’t uniform and that smoke moves 
around the town in a complex way,” he said.

Air Quality:  Winter weather creates 
issues with clean air in Central OtagoQ’s

Quarry



Fulton Hogan as lead contractor on the major 
Riccarton Road infrastructure repairs, has 
listened to the concerns of local business 
owners and residents. In this process they 
do all they can to lessen any impact on the 
environment and the public.
In a recent article in Stuff there were many 

positive comments about the work and the 

way in which Fulton Hogan is liaising with the 

public and working with them to mitigate the 

impacts as much as possible. One such instance 

is the rescheduling of work at the intersection 

of Matipo Street and Riccarton Road, yes that 

is the very busy intersection where McDonalds 

sits right on the corner of the two streets. This 

intentional delay is to ensure that the road works 

are carried out in periods of less traffic. Work at 

the intersection of Riccarton Rd and Matipo St 

has been rescheduled to take place in January 

2020 after it was initially planned to begin in 

August or September. The reason for the change 

of plan is due to roads being quieter during 

January. The delay will also allow for further time 

to consider traffic management options to suit 

people travelling through and the requirements 

of businesses, City Council’s Planning, Delivery 

and Transport Manager Lynette Ellis said. Ms Ellis 

said working on the two intersections (Matipo 

St/Riccarton Rd/Straven Rd) will not affect traffic 

flow, as Matipo St is planned to be undertaken 

in the day and Clarence/Straven work is planned 

to occur overnight. Road works have been 

underway on Riccarton Rd since September 

2016 to earthquake-damaged water pipes and 

implement a bus priority scheme. Riccarton Bush 

and Kilmarnock Residents’ Association chairman 

Tony Simons said the reschedule is likely to cause 

less disruption for peak hour traffic. “You have 

to take them on their word, they are doing what 

they can do to minimise disruption,” he said.

Mr Simmons said Fulton Hogan is doing a good 

job and the residents’ association was “chuffed” 

they went to the trouble to present an update on 

progress at their recent annual general meeting. 

He said if there are any concerns, it is not so 

much what is happening while the works are 

going on, but what might happen when the 

work is completed. Halswell-Hornby-Riccarton 

Community Board deputy chairwoman Helen 

Broughton said the plan sounds reasonable. 

“They (Fulton Hogan) have done a really good 

job so far in terms of traffic movement and 

keeping people informed,” she said.

       

Riccarton Road businesses have spoken 
and Fulton Hogan have listened

For real time news 
and updates: 

fultonhoganquarries.com

Fulton Hogan has its own quarry 
website devoted to community 

engagement; keeping you up to date 
with our work in and for the community. 

We take our responsibility to service 
the community very seriously and 

the website and newsletters will help 
inform you regarding matters that may 
have an impact on you. We welcome 
feedback and concerns at any time; 

please leave a message on our site or 
use the live chat to ask your questions. 

Stay up to date with anything related 
to our quarries, including the proposed 

Roydon Quarry, by going to our 
website and signing up to our monthly 

newsletter ‘Beyond the Front Gate’.  
www.fultonhoganquarries.com

Proposed Roydon Quarry timeline

The consent application has been submitted.  
Now the behind the scenes work begins with 
expert witnesses being engaged by both the 
applicant and the submitters, submissions 
being fine tuned, rebuttal evidence gathered, 
witness statements prepared, etc.

September
2 - Councils’ s42A Reports releases
23 - Briefs of Evidence for filing

October
14 - Written Briefs of Evidence of Experts 
*(Experts to provide 2 page Summary 

Statement at beginning of evidene - to be 
read aloud
14 - Written statements of Submitters / 
non-experts for filing
21 - Rebuttal Evidence of applicants’ expert 
witnesses

November
11 - Any Pre-Hearing reports to be filed
11 - Any Joint Witness Statements for each 
specific topic of expertise to be filed
13 - Legal counsel Opening Submissions
18-22 - HEARING (M-Th: 9-5 / F: 9-4)

December
2-6 - HEARING (M-Th: 9-5 / F: 9-4)
9-13 - HEARING (M-Th: 9-5 / F: 9-4)

 The Application can be found at:
 www.ecan.govt.nz/do-it-online/resource-
consents/notifications-and-submissions/
current-consent-projects/fulton-hogan-ltd-
proposed-roydon-quarry/


