
Riding a bicycle from Halswell to 
Moorhouse Ave has just gotten 
a great deal safer following the 
construction of the first stage of 
a major cycle route, which will 
connect cyclists from the central 
city to Halswell via Somerfield and 
Barrington. The first stage of the 
Quarryman’s Trail cycleway, between 
Moorhouse Avenue and Victors 
Road, Hoon Hay was designed by 
the Christchurch City Council, and 
constructed in two parts by Fulton 
Hogan and Isaac Construction.

Somerfield school, Te Kura Kaupapa 
Maori o Te Whanau Tahi, hosted its 
opening last month with a powhiri, 
speeches, bike ride and blessing.
“We’re putting cycleways alongside 
the roads because we can see the 
huge benefits of cycling, along with 
fitness, health and environment,” said 

Christchurch City Councillor Pauline 
Cotter. She thanked all the teams 
involved for their work, including 
the construction teams “who have 
worked so hard on this one”. 
“Construction includes things like new 
traffic lights, lighting upgrades, new 
footpaths in many places, and then 
the beautiful landscaping that we 
see.”

There had been technical challenges 
with surfaces underneath the road 
during the building period. The 
teams also had the really tricky task 
of keeping the community and 
residents on side throughout the 
period of construction, said Cotter. 
“Acknowledgement must be given to 
the local community who had put up 
with disruption and changes to their 
streets”, she said.

New Zealand Transport Agency 
Regional Relationships Director Jim 
Harland said there are 13 major 
cycleways going into Christchurch, 
called the Urban Cycleways 
Programme. He said that the 
government was putting in about 
60% of funding for the cycleways 
and they were about half way 
through. “The next three years 
we’ll spend 28 million dollars in 
Christchurch finishing those cycle 
ways.”

“There are a lot of social and health 
reasons why cycling is a good thing.”
Fulton Hogan Project Manager Steve 
Haining said it was great to see 
so many young members of the 
community enjoy the cycleway which 
Fulton Hogan thoroughly enjoyed 
building.
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Q1. Our editor spoke with one of Fulton 
Hogan’s Managers, who heads up the 
proposed Roydon Quarry project.

Tell us about Fulton Hogan and where the 
company sits in New Zealand’s quarrying 
industry.

The impression from staff is that we are a 
family-orientated company—our staff are 
shareholders, and members of our founding 
families still work throughout the business. 
Our family values, behaviours and appropriate 
community engagement methods are 
emphasised to new staff early on with a two-
and-a-half day induction. Safety is of utmost 
importance to us as a construction firm, so 
our induction includes briefings on how to 
be safe, proper procedures and our company 
expectations.
Fulton Hogan is currently acting as a leader 
in the local aggregate industry, seeking to 
lift performance across this sector with the 
inclusion of an industry-wide code of practice. 
We are also looking at ways to improve our 
technology and make our quarry information 
more transparent. This could include making 
monitoring data available to the public, or 

dashboard concepts such as those used by 
the Minsitry of Primary Industries (MPI).

Q2. The proposed Roydon Quarry has 
been an issue for many Templeton 
residents. 

How can members of the public find out more 
information on the proposed quarry and have 
their say? 

Fulton Hogan welcomes the public’s opinions 
on the proposed Roydon Quarry—we want to 
discuss this proposal with you! 
We have established a number of 
engagement methods which we invite the 
community to partake in to influence our 
proposal and make access to information 
easier. These include a Community Advisory 
Group (‘CAG’), drop-in centre, monthly 
newsletters and website. We have also been 
in contact with neighbouring residents and 
businesses, had a family day at our Miners 
Road quarry, and met with the local residents’ 
associations.
Community Advisory Group
The CAG has from instigation, had an open 
invitation to residents and businesses within 

the Templeton community, to challenge our 
site concepts and technical information and 
measures  and this will continue to  influence 
the quarry’s proposal prior to its application 
for resource consents. From this group, along 
with other conversations and feedback from 
residents who contact us directly, Fulton 
Hogan has been able to gauge some of 
the public’s opinions regarding the design 
and operation of the proposed quarry, as 
well as, provide factual information and 
expert advice to community members. If the 
proposed quarry is given the green light, 
there is the potential for this type of group 
to continue if the community wants it to. It is 
important to note CAG members do not act as 
community representatives, but rather bring an 
independent engagement voice from around 
the site and the community.
Drop-In Centre
Our drop-in centre, at the former Roydon 
Lodge site, at 220 Jones Road, Rolleston, has 
been open three times a week for the last 11 
weeks. It allows the public to come along and 
discuss the proposed quarry with a Fulton 
Hogan representative. Opening times are now 
by arrangement. We hope to see you there!
Monthly newsletter
We also deliver monthly newsletters to the 

Quarry Questions

Q’s The following articles are all in response to 
pertinent questions raised by our editor of the 
staff of Fulton Hogan and their technical experts.



Christchurch public. These newsletters aim 
to provide residents with a knowledge and 
understanding of quarries. We want people 
to become familiar with what quarries 
achieve, how they operate, and their impacts. 
If you would like to receive a monthly 
newsletter, please subscribe on our website 
fultonhoganquarries.com. 
Website
Lastly, the public can always engage with the 
Fulton Hogan team via the website 
www.fultonhoganquarries.com. 
Following our formal process, any 
compliments, responses and complaints will 
be recorded and actioned as required.

Q3. Our editor sought out Fulton Hogan’s 
Landscape Architect for input:

How will the proposed quarry fit in visually 
with the surrounding Templeton, Weedons 
and Selwyn area?

We analysed the appearance of Templeton 
and surrounding areas that are in close 
proximity of the proposed quarry to help 
mitigate its visual impact and fit it into 
the neighbouring landscape. The solution 
we propose is that the quarry be largely 
blocked from road and property  viewed 
by a bund (small hillock) surrounding its 
perimeter—three metres high and 13 metres 
deep. The bund will slope gradually from the 
road perspective and slope steeply on the 
side of the proposed quarry. It will consist 
of a mixture of native species to promote 
biodiversity, and fast-growing exotic species 
to further block the area from view and match 
the farming atmosphere of the Templeton, 
Weedons, Selwyn area. 

Q4. Our editor sat down with the Principal 
Air Quality Scientist and asked him some 
pertinent questions. 

Can you tell us the difference between dust 
impacts using wind rose diagrams to show 
the affected areas rather than just wind 
direction?

We took measurements that zoomed in on 
the Roydon quarry site and have a wind rose 
overlaid in the centre of the site.  Again, it 
is formatted to show the direction that the 
winds will blow towards.  This wind rose, 
however, is simplified to only show the winds 
that occur on dry days and when the wind 
speed is above 7 m/s (25 km/hr) – these are 
typically the worst case conditions for dust 
emissions.  
Notwithstanding this, light winds can be worst 
case in terms of poor dispersion of dust that 
is generated, but these conditions are the 
easiest to mitigate and for this reason we 
focus on the strong wind conditions.  This 
figure can be used to infer the downwind 
locations from the site that are likely to be 
most exposed to potential dust impacts 
from the quarry site – in this case the most 
exposed locations will be those to the 
southwest of quarry operations (i.e., under 
north-easterly winds). In other words blowing 
in the direction of Rolleston as opposed to 
Yaldhurst or Templeton. 

Is there any micro-climate impact in the 
proposed quarry location?

With regards as to whether the effects 

of micro-climate on dust generation and 
suppression would be significant.  In 
particular, does extraction and processing 
below ground level in the quarry pit (and the 
micro-climatic effects of this pit) significantly 
affect dust generation and/or suppression.  
Our position is that there may be some 
small degree of beneficial reduction in wind 
speed within the pit, which could minimise 
dust emissions – we would not expect it to 
exacerbate dust emission.

Q5. Fulton Hogan’s noise experts were 
also quizzed on what they believe are the 
best options for traffic to and from the site.

What are some of the issues Fulton Hogan is 
addressing regarding noise?

Regarding the noise produced from within 
the Roydon Quarry, much of this will come 
from the waterfalls of stones that fall off the 
end of raw feed conveyer belts into steel 
hoppers, processed aggregate which gets 
loaded into trucks, and empty trucks and 
beepers. Our acoustic testing confirms there 
is high background noise in the area from 
planes, trains and roads, but conversations 
with stakeholders have informed us that SH1 
is significantly quieter between 12am to 5am. 
Stakeholders also brought to our attention 
that noise from reverse beepers have been 
an issue during the construction of the 
Christchurch Southern Motorway 2 (CSM2). 
Fulton Hogan quarry loaders have flashing 
blue reversing lights instead of beepers, 
but we will continue to explore options 
to continue to reduce noise. One of these 
options include putting some of the plant 
under a protective shell.

Roydon Quarry 
Information Days 

The Quarry team wants to make sure your 
lifestyle and families aren’t affected. 

Come and see the latest information on the 
proposed quarry and talk to the experts 
about any issues or concerns you may have. 

Weedons

Date: 5th November 2018
Time: 4.30pm - 7.30pm
Location: Roydon Drop-In Centre
220 Jones Road Rolleston

Templeton

Dates: 6th, 7th & 8th November
Time: 4.30pm - 7.30pm
Location: Fulton Hogan marquee 
next to the Templeton Community Centre



No one will complain about a free feed, and that’s exactly what 
happened in mid October as cyclists scored themselves free sausages 
while commuting to work on their bicycles.

The breakfast was a part of Biketober Christchurch, a Christchurch City 
Council initiative to bring together cycling-related events, rides and 
workshops.

Fulton Hogan and Isaac Construction hosted the breakfasts along 
the recently built Quarryman’s Trail Cycleway. Fulton Hogan Drainage 
Supervisor Andrew Johnson and Project Engineer Dan Squire set up the 
Fulton Hogan portable barbeque on Strickland Street, Spreydon to feed 
the hungry and appreciative cyclists.

“It’s good to see people out there using and enjoying the cycleways 
that the Fulton Hogan crews have worked so hard on,” Johnson said.

Free breakfast an incentive to 
bike to work

Recycled water making its 
mark on Ashburton Quarry

The use of water at a quarry can be a contentious issue, but 
Fulton Hogan’s Ashburton quarry is proving that sustainability 
and aggregate extraction, really can go hand in hand.

A new silt press at Fulton Hogan’s Lake Hood quarry is 
recycling water, drastically reducing the quarry’s freshwater 
use and even recycling the water that is used back to local 
aquifers, whilst still ensuring that operations run smoothly 
on the site. 

“We are finding that we are able to retun up to 10,000 litres 
of water into the local aquifer per day,” said Lake Hood 
Quarry Manager Andy Mitchell.

Prior to this recycling initiative, which started in March of 
this year, the quarry used about 15 litres of freshwater per 
second. This level of usage was not enough to carry out all 
operations on site, so only half of the plant could operate at 
any one time. 

The turn around with the recycling initiative has seen a 
dramatic drop in water usage with the quarry operations 
now consuming only 3.75 litres of freshwater per second 
meaning that there is now an ability to operate both halves 
of the plant at the same time, whilst saving on water usage.

Mitchell advises that since the silt press came into operation, 
“five ponds of dirty water and silt had also been used for 
recycling”. Through this outcome,  Mitchell says that along 
with “the ability to run the whole of the plant now, means 
we not only save on time but we also save on operating 
costs by not having to have the ponds cleaned out”.

“A further initiative with the recyling is that the silt that is 
being filtered out of this recycled water, was being extracted 
to reclaim land and also some of it was being stockpiled”, 
said Mitchell.

“We take ten tonnes per hour of solid material out of the 
water and put this aside to reclaim the land that was used 
for the quarry.”

The silt press works by taking a sludge product and 
extracting dirt out of the water through use of an 
environmentally-friendly flocculent. The dirt molecules 
combined together to form lumps and fall out of the 
water. The sludge then went through a squeeze press and 
reasonably dry material came out of the end, separating the 
water from the dirt. 


