
Beyond the Front Gate

Whether car, bus, cycle or foot is your 
favoured mode of transport, travel in and out 
of the northern area of Christchurch  
is now easier than ever following the  
opening of the new 10km Christchurch 
Northern Corridor (CNC).

Built by the CNC Alliance (Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency, Christchurch City Council, 
Fulton Hogan, Jacobs and Aurecon), it 
extends the Northern Motorway through to 
QEII Drive and Cranford Street and includes 
a widened Waimakariri bridge and cycling/
pedestrian lane.

A team of 150 put the final touches on the 
project pre-Christmas. Construction started 
three years ago and, in total, crews brought 
in 1.3 million cubic metres of rock and dirt 
from quarries to pack the 62km of road 
lanes down. Twelve bridges were either 

constructed or added to, and 14 new gantries 
installed for electronic traffic signs. More than 
660,000 native plants and 1,500 specimen 
trees have been planted. 

One of the new lanes over the Waimakariri 
Bridge will operate as a carpool/T2 
lane, which is part of a wider transport 
improvement package to increase travel 
choices, and reduce congestion and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

This package includes express bus services, 
park-and-ride facilities and the new cycleway 
across the Waimakariri River, linking the new 
CNC shared path along the new motorway 
with the central city and North Canterbury.

More information on the new motorway 
and transport modes can be found at: 
www.nzta.govt.nz/letsride.
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The Waimakariri Bridge looking 
south, showing the additional lane 
each way, and the new cycleway.

Christchurch’s newest motorway  
open for all modes of transport



Rules clarified for clearer waterways 

Since the first pre-hearing in August last 
year, a second pre-conference hearing was 
held in December, involving all appellants. 
Judge Borthwick gave clear direction to all 

parties about what she saw as the next 
steps prior to court appointed mediation 
on April 2021. In particular, she highlighted 
issues that she said could be addressed 

directly between parties ahead of the 
scheduled mediation, and encouraged 
parties to do so, with a number indicating 
they would meet as allowed by the judge.
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The redfin bully is an example of the aquatic life in 
New Zealand that is at threat from environmental 

changes, including reduced riparian cover and  
impediments to its natural migratory patterns. It 

lays eggs beneath boulders, which are guarded by 
the male. The larvae is subsequently washed out 
to sea, returning in spring or summer as juveniles. 

Roydon quarry consenting update

With temperatures soaring, our minds aren’t 
far from fresh, cool water.  There’s another 
reason we, at Fulton Hogan, are thinking 
about the wet stuff at the moment, too. 

The Government has introduced regulations 
to protect water quality and the ecosystems 
living in, and around, these bodies of water. 
The new rules clarify when it is – and isn’t 
- admissible to use machinery in or near 
waterways or wetlands – and the implications 
of not following them are now greater.

Fulton Hogan National Environment and 
Sustainability Manager Don Chittock 
welcomes the changes, which will mean that 
if a machinery operator thinks there’s even a 
possibility they might disturb a waterway or 
wetland in the course of their work, they will 
need to consult an environmental advisor, an 
ecologist or the relevant council.

“Not knowing is no longer a defence, and  
there are many sources of advice on whether  
it is right to proceed, or not.”

Don says Fulton Hogan does considerable 
work in protecting and promoting life in 
waterways, from enhancing fish passage 
in rivers to building wetlands, and these 
new rules have the same aim of ensuring 
a more sustainable environment for often 
endangered species.

The changes include needing council 
permission when doing the following:

• Vegetation clearance, earthworks or land 
disturbance within 10 metres of a wetland

• Taking, using, damming, diverting or 
discharging water within 100 metres of a 
wetland

• Placing, altering, extending or 
reconstructing a culvert, weir, ford, dam, 
passive or non-passive flap gate  

In addition, nationally there are dates for 
metering, measuring and reporting water 
takes of more than five litres per second. 

If you would like more information about 
the changes: https://www.mfe.govt.nz/
fresh-water/freshwater-guidance/factsheets-
policies-and-regulations-essential-freshwater

The new rules clarify when it is –  
and isn’t - admissible to use 

machinery in or near waterways  
or wetlands – and the implications of 
not following them are now greater.



Making racing safer for all

Mayor Lianne Dalziel, with Fulton Hogan 
Divisional Manager Richard Smith (left) and 
Project Manager Josh Gugich (right), mark the 
start of work on the South Island’s only synthetic 
racing track for thoroughbred racing.

Fulton Hogan Canterbury is helping ensure 
Riccarton Jockey Club can hold races, horses can 
be trained, no matter the weather. The team is 
undertaking the civil works, including applying 
100mm of drainage and 60mm of open graded 
porous asphalt, on the 1.9km circuit. Synthetic 
‘Polytrack’ track will be laid on top of this by 
another contractor.

The circuit runs just inside the existing premiere 
grass track and will be used when it is too wet 
for horses and jockeys to use the grass track 
safely. It is scheduled to be completed this winter.

Most of the horses racing at Riccarton live at  
the track, and up to 300 horses per day are 
trained there.

Popping up the penguins

A dedicated team of Fulton Hogan volunteers 
have installed the Pop Up penguins in 
outdoor locations around Christchurch. A total 
of 120 birds - sponsored by 52 companies 
and decorated by 46 artists and 65 schools 
- have been on display for the last couple of 
months for all to see. 

Fulton Hogan’s Paul Thornton, Jae Taueki, 
George Mathews, Jade Sibley, Dean 
McCutcheon, Michael Greening, David Shelley, 
Bryan O’Connor and Phillip Woods spent three 
days carefully installing the sculptures. 

Event producer Claire Cowles says “it was a 
joy working with the team for Fulton Hogan,  
and they took such amazing care of the 
sculptures. They were so efficient and 
skilled at getting the penguins installed, we 
struggled keeping up with them!”

Fulton Hogan also sponsored ‘Penguin at 
Work’. A penguin in hi vis, it was created 
by local artist, Jo Ogier. “Like our incredibly 
unique and special wildlife in New Zealand, 

workers are easily looked past and taken 
for granted. The yellow eyed penguin is 
the rarest penguin in the world on our 
back doorstep, something to be noted and 
cherished like the people who are trying to 
make our city a better place,” says Jo.

The penguins go on display at the Air Force 
Museum on Saturday 13th and Sunday 
14th February. The larger penguins will be 
auctioned at the Museum on 14 February, 
with funds going to Cholmondeley  
Children’s Home.

The team after 
installing the final 
penguin, in Lyttelton



Fulton Hogan is proud to be at the heart of a 
project for the Royal New Zealand Air Force 
that will help defend New Zealand through 
to at least the middle of this century. 

We’re helping prepare for the arrival, in 2023, 
of four Poseidon P-8A aircraft to replace the 
Air Force’s 1960s-era P-3K2 Orions. These 
new militarised Boeing 737s will be based 
at Ohakea near Palmerston North, and their 
size requires heavy duty enhancements to 
the surfaces in and around the new hangar, 
and the building of a new taxiway. 

Fulton Hogan Project Manager Reuben 
Saathof says the programme for the P-8As is 
an “enormous undertaking”. Around 250 Air 
Force personnel will ultimately maintain and 
operate the aircraft.

“For the RNZAF, it’s a bit like buying a car 
and, in the process, building the yard space 
and workshop for the car, the maintenance 
and parts department to keep it running, 
and training all the drivers, mechanics and 
support staff to operate it,” Reuben says. 

A team of up to 100 Fulton Hogan and 
subcontractor staff are working on the 
project. One of the key tasks is rebuilding 
Taxiway Bravo. Originally built during World 
War II, the taxiway is being demolished and 
replaced with a new asphalt taxiway. 

Since work began at Ohakea in January 
2020, Fulton Hogan has become even busier 
in the Manawatū, with the commencement  
of the Te Ahu a Turanga: the Manawatū 
Tararua Highway.
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Laying the groundwork for NZ’s Defence future

An aerial view of the Ohakea project

Fulton Hogan’s Ohakea team


