
First there was Warbirds over Wanaka. 
Now there’s Te Reo over Ruatoria.
Fulton Hogan is sponsoring what is 
being billed as the world’s first ‘Te 
Reo Fly in’, an event to mark the 60th 
anniversary of one of the country’s 
remotest – and most colourful – 
airfields. Among the features of the 
21 March event at the Ruatoria Airfield 
is free landing for pilots who use a 
‘kia ora’ or ‘tena koe’ when radioing in 
from the sky. 
Fulton Hogan East Coast Regional 
Manager Andrew Harvey describes 
it as a “unique event, with unique 
people in a unique part of New 
Zealand”.
“Ruatoria Airfield isn’t like any of the 
airports across New Zealand that 
we work with,” Andrew says. “It was 
built by a farmer with a home-made 
grader, the clubrooms were an old 
house that was dragged across the 
Waiapu River by bulldozer in three 
pieces, and pilots have to dodge 

rushes on the runway.” 
The fly-in (think aerial car rally) was 
so popular in earlier years that the 
aero club is said to have purchased a 
two-spouted kettle for refreshments. 
Activities during fly-ins included 
cricket, softball and mini-putt 
challenges with the Ruatoria locals.
Original member and 60th anniversary 
event patron, 85-year-old Hughie 
Hughes QSM, remembers the hangar 
being decked out with hay bales 
and people overnighting beneath 
aeroplanes’ wings in their sleeping 
bags. 
The airfield also played a role in a 
national landmark, the East Cape 
lighthouse. The lighthouse is known 
internationally as the first in the world 
to see the sun each day; it was fully 
automated in 1985, removing the need 
for lighthouse keepers.
Hughie was the electrician during the 
lighthouse’s automation and he flew 
fellow workers to and from the remote 

lighthouse each day from the airfield. 
Because the airfield is on a farm, 
farming considerations have taken 
priority over flying. Stock needed to be 
cleared from the aerodrome for fly-ins, 
and the airfield closed for three weeks 
each year during lambing. 
“You had to find a way to get the 
stock out otherwise the sheep 
droppings would fly up on the wings 
and you had a helluva job cleaning 
them,” Hughie says.
Weather conditions were also a factor, 
Hughie recalls. In wet weather the top 
dressing planes couldn’t fly the bigger 
loads because the wheels sank into 
the ground.
The 60th anniversary Fly-in will 
be open to the public and feature 
displays by the Police, FENZ, the NZ 
Defence Force and the new Tairawhiti 
Trust Rescue Helicopter.  Visiting 
aircraft on display will include a Tiger 
Moth (pictured below) and a Harvard 
(pictured above)..
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Residents suggested dog parks as a land use 
option during and post quarrying

Using glass for a top-up

What happens when the truck heads off 
with the contents of your recycling bin? 
Many of us have asked this, especially 
after China began slashing its imports 
of recycling waste from the West. Is 
that recycling actually being recycled 
and reused, or taken to landfills? The 
inconvenient truth is that, in some cases, 
it’s the latter - and the pressure’s on for 
alternative uses. 

Fulton Hogan is blending crushed glass into 
aggregates at a number of quarries - currently 
the largest volume is in Canterbury where it’s 
typically blended at a ratio of 5%, as specified 
in NZTA’s M/4 specification. Fulton Hogan has 
been adding glass to sub-base AP65 for 15 
years.

There is considerable potential for growth in 
this area, and opportunities to adapt systems 
to make more use of pre-used glass. 
Fulton Hogan Central Otago has recently come 
on board, with glass from the Central Otago 
District Council’s kerbside recycling programme 
now processed and blended at the Fulton 
Hogan Parkburn Quarry.

Recently, 30 tonnes of glass, that’s 10,000 x 
24-packs of beer or 240,000 stubbies, phew 
we want to know who drank all those beers, 
was trialled in 300 cubic metres of bulk fill on 
the Clyde Wastewater project.  

Unlike sites like Fulton Hogan’s Christchurch 

Miners Road plant, where glass arrives pre-
sorted and free of contamination, Parkburn 
relies on manual sorting at the quarry, and 
equipment adapted for crushing glass rather 
than specialised equipment.

Fulton Hogan Maintenance Division Manager 
Carly Hamlin says this reflects that it’s early 
days, but she says “it will have merit in the 
long run”.  

A key consideration is the economics. It costs 
between $65 and $70 per tonne of glass to 
deliver, sort, crush and blend. This compares 
with landfill costs of between $209 and 
$262 a tonne (including cartage) in the area. 
“Comparing it with landfill costs is a lower 
hurdle to clear, but it’s an important start 
point,” Carly says.

Fulton Hogan has, with the support of Central 
Otago District Council, applied to the Provincial 
Growth Fund for funding for a specialist glass 
processing plant. If successful this should 
increase efficiency and viability long-term.
Glass blended with AP65 is also likely to be 
stipulated for future subdivisions in Central 
Otago.

Fulton Hogan Senior Project Manager on the 
Clyde Wastewater Project, Shaun Campbell, 
said he initially thought 30 cubic metres of 
glass sounded like “no big deal”. “We’re used 
to dealing with big volumes of aggregate, but 
when I saw the actual amount of glass we 

used I realised it was a lot.”

There’s currently around 170 tonnes of glass 
at the quarry ready to be crushed. Fulton 
Hogan Parkburn Quarry Project Manager Adam 
Garden says there have been a “few snags” 
getting underway, particularly the sorting on 
site.

“What arrives at the quarry is only ever as 
good as the recycling efforts by householders. 
There’s been quite a lot of plastic and things 
like sheets and even diapers in the mix, and 
for the waste management company to find 
sorters has been a challenge,” Adam says.
There’s also the need to ensure no cross-
contamination between the crushed glass 
and general quarry activities. “It certainly 
makes things more complex for the team, 
but we’re all ratepayers and share a common 
concern for the environment.”

Central Otago District Council’s Patrick Keenan 
says the trial has been a success and the goal 
is to streamline the process to supply other 
council-run projects.

Fulton Hogan is a member of the Glass 
Packaging Forum. One of the realities is the 
cost of transporting glass to Auckland to be 
remade into bottles, hence using glass as 
an aggregate supplement being a practical 
means of preserving natural resources 
through an alternative use for glass. 



The roading upgrade crew is back to work on Riccarton Road 
following the Christmas break.

The New Year for this crew has started with pipe upgrades at two 
major intersections and sections of Riccarton Road that are being 
reconstructed. 

Major works are to continue for the next couple of months and 
will include a road rebuild planned at the busy Straven/Clarence 
Road intersection. Works such as street-scaping will continue 
after this. The Straven/Clarence Road rebuild will be carried out in 
multiple parts to effectively manage the very high traffic volumes 
which use this intersection during both the night and day.

Fulton Hogan Project Manager Dan Lucas said the team was doing 
their utmost to manage stakeholder needs all while completing 
this work as fast as possible.

Fulton Hogan Engineer Frazer Demsen said the most challenging 
part of roading so far had been digging around existing services 
and managing access.

“We were still able to manage these challenges with strong 
communication and planning while accelerating the programme at 
the same time.”

With the underground pipework and road rebuild mainly complete, 
the site is slowly starting to take shape with the initial construction 
of the centre medians and tree pits, as well as the installation of 
furniture and paving thresholds due to begin.

Works are tracking months ahead of schedule so far and this 
warm weather is certainly helping.

It’s back to work for the Riccarton Road upgrade crew 



Q’s
Quarry

Creating the experience that drivers, pedestrians and retailers will 
have when the Victoria and Hereford Streets upgrade is completed 
has helped pave Fulton Hogan’s way to winning this latest road 
maintenance contract.

With non-price attributes accounting for 80 percent of the tender criteria 
for the key inner city streets, the team wanted Christchurch City Council 
to ‘experience’ the end result from the get-go. 

So they produced a fly through with work from Fulton Hogan’s Digital 
Engineering’s Beth Farrall and Pierre van der Merwe working with 
the Canterbury Fulton Hogan team to create the fly-throughs to help 
the client grasp the full implications of Fulton Hogan’s two proposed 
options.

With time, the fly-throughs will also be valuable stakeholder aids, 
project stakeholder communications manager Suzie Pottinger says.  
Fulton Hogan Project Manager Dan Lucas describes the virtual fly-
throughs as “incredibly powerful”. “The team has weaved some magic 

to help the client – and ourselves - visualise the project. This can only 
lead to a better final result.”

The tender made much of what was learned - and reputation gained 
- from the successful Riccarton Road three waters project, also for the 
Christchurch City Council. Now in its final stages, one of the learning’s 
was, ironically, how to deal with completing stages early. 

“On Riccarton Road the water installation was completed six weeks 
ahead of schedule, which had the perverse effect of putting pressure 
on ‘downstream’ steps,” Dan says. “It showed that it could be as 
important to plan for things going better than envisaged, as for the 
reverse.”

The Victoria and Hereford Street project proposals account for this 
by being ‘chunked’ into smaller discrete parts, any of which can be 
initiated relatively easily in line with broader timing considerations. 
Work is scheduled to start on Victoria Street in March 2020, and 
Hereford Street in June 2020. 

Riccarton roadworks paused in the lead up to ChristmasVisualising our way to ChCh tender win
‘Virtual’ proves a virtue in tenders
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