
Accolade for Dr Bryan Pidwerbesky

Four years ago, Timaru Workshop Manager 
Karl Beeby would have laughed if you 

suggested he go for a run. 

In January, the 34-year-old completed the 
60km Kepler Challenge and the 160 km 
Great Naseby Water Race in the space  
of just one week, a total of around 35  
hours running.

“A lot of people say they would never do 
this sort of thing, and I was one of them four 
years ago,” Karl says.  

“If I can inspire one or two people to take on 
a major challenge, I’ll be happy.”

It was the urging of his wife Emma - a 
fitness coach - that got him going.  It started 
off with a half marathon and it went from 
there. And his motivation?

“Running these sorts of distances is about 
problem solving as much as running. It’s 
trying to see how far you can push the mind 
and body before you can’t go any further.” 
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Engineering New Zealand’s citation included:

“Bryan’s depth of experience and 
professional competency has seen him 
recognised as New Zealand’s ‘go-to’ 
person for everything to do with road 
engineering. Bryan’s knowledge and ability 
has enabled very considerable advances 
in the construction and performance of the 
thin flexible pavements that underpin New 
Zealand’s transport network.

Highly respected by his peers in New 
Zealand and internationally, Bryan exemplifies 
the hallmarks of a Distinguished Fellow in 
terms of eminence, sustained leadership, 
professional behaviour, profile, and mana.”

We’re delighted that Fulton Hogan’s 
Christchurch-based Technical Director 

- Pavements & Laboratories, Dr Bryan 
Pidwerbesky, has been made a Distinguished 
Fellow of Engineering New Zealand. 

Bryan has committed his 35-year career to 
developing road surfaces that are safer and 
more resilient.

“The industry is inestimably better off for 
Bryan’s work in road surfaces, understanding 
how we can make roads safer and more 
resilient, and driving innovation to enhance 
practices and designs,” Fulton Hogan NZ 
Chief Executive Ben Hayward says:

Getting off  
the couch…

Karl Beeby 30 km’s into the Great 
Naseby Water Race - 130km to go.
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Gulls take wing 

A second life for road cones

Sustainability

Observing growing stockpiles of old road 
cones, Fulton Hogan’s Beaudene Pumipi 

began thinking to himself; “there’s got to be a 
better home for these than the landfill”.

Fulton Hogan is now delivering its old road 
cones to Otaki-based Matta Products to 
be blended with other waste PVC to make 
safety matting to keep children safe in 
playgrounds. Most of the safety matting is for 
playgrounds - the remainder is for industrial 
sites, including Fulton Hogan’s.

Fulton Hogan imports road cones to replace 
those that have done their dash due to 
wear-and-tear, fading and loss of luminosity. 

“Road cones are a highly visible symbol 
of our work, and their sheer number 
means we can make a sizeable difference 
environmentally by re-using them,” says 
Beaudene.

Matta Products Director Dylan Matthews  
says PVC is the main ingredient in safety 

A colony of endangered black billed gulls 
(tarāpuka) that made their home in a 

storm water basin Fulton Hogan is building 
for Christchurch City Council have finally bred 
and left the site, allowing work to resume.

The gulls arrived on the Belfast site during 
lockdown mid last year and, given their rarity, 
work stopped to allow them to breed.

Fulton Hogan’s Canterbury Environmental 
Manager Marsha Mason says the team 
made the area as safe for the birds as 
possible by mimicking a braided river 
environment. This included managing the 
water level in the basin - keeping it deep 
enough for the insects that the birds feed 
on, and not too deep to flood the nests. 
City Council park rangers also set a trap line 
around the site to keep predators away from 
the young chicks.

We thought you might 
like to read this recent 
letter to the editor of 
the Westport News - it 
certainly made us smile.

Beaudene Pumipi with the raw material for safety mats

DOC senior ranger Anita Spencer says she 
hopes the gulls will return to their natural 

home in braided rivers for the next breeding 
season. “The rivers are the best they‘ve been 
for years because the floods cleared out the 
weeds, so there is nowhere for the predators 
to hide,” Anita says.

And in a positive postscript, the black billed 
gull has just been re-classified as “At Risk, 
Declining’ from ‘Threatened Nationally.’

matting, and a new source of raw material  
is “most welcome”.

“It’s always exciting to find familiar products 
that are typically destined for landfill - like 
road cones - that can be repurposed into our 
safety surfacing products. It is great to  
be partnering with Fulton Hogan on this 
initiative and helping make a positive 
environmental difference.”

The team made the area as safe for 
the birds as possible by mimicking a 

braided river environment
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Keeping the Pōhatu penguins high and dry

Lower emissions to the fore

Environment

Fulton Hogan’s Banks Peninsula road 
maintenance crew saw the worst of 

the pre-Christmas flooding as they urgently 
reinstated devastated roads. One of their first 
tasks in the New Year was to volunteer to 
help reinstate the Pōhatu Penguin colony. 

Many of Pōhatu’s little penguin nesting boxes 
and burrows in Flea Bay had been washed 
away, leaving 30 penguins homeless. Pōhatu 
is the largest Australasian Little Blue Penguin 
colony in mainland New Zealand.

Using a JCB, smaller excavator and a truck, 
the team built mounds above likely future 
flood levels, and replaced lost boxes. The 

T he Fulton Hogan Board has approved 
a significant investment in the cleanest 

heavy construction machinery the company 
can currently access and maintain.

The order is for 16 machines with ‘Tier 4’ 
diesel engines. These engines have been 
shown by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to reduce nitrogen oxide, 
carbon monoxide, particulate matter (soot) 
and non-methane hydrocarbons emissions 
by between 50 percent and 96 percent.

The purchase covers:
• 12 Volvo quarry loaders, from 22-34 tonne 
• A 95 tonne and a 50 tonne Volvo excavator
• A 30 tonne Volvo excavator 
• A 130 tonne Caterpillar 775G rigid  

dump truck

While Tier 4 is an advanced diesel engine 
environmentally, the technology doesn’t 

reduce fuel consumption, and hence C02 
emissions.  The next step on manufacturers’ 
sustainability journey is to address this, 
primarily with hybrid diesel / battery electric 
as well as, for smaller equipment, hard-
wired electric systems.

plan is for the Infrastructure Skills Centre 
– run by Fulton Hogan with MSD, the 
Construction Accord and Civil Contractors NZ 
– to make additional boxes this year.

The team also helped address flood damage 
on the Hinewai reserve - the 1,250ha 
privately owned ecological restoration project 
east of Akaroa.
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Quality

Taking Quality management to new levels

F ulton Hogan Quality Manager Reece  
Moon’s pursuit of quality is such that it’s 

taken him more than 200 metres under  
the sea, and 55 metres in the air on the 
Waimea Dam.

After graduating from Otago Polytechnic in 
2011, his passion for diving led him to do 
submarine quality inspections for the energy 
and fishing industries in Australia and South 
East Asia. 

Reece’s return to New Zealand led him to 
Nelson and the Waimea Community Dam 

Fulton Hogan has been granted final 
Council approvals to establish and operate 

the Roydon Quarry between Rolleston and 
Templeton. We appreciate that this has been 
a significant issue for some people, and we 
want to reassure everyone that we will do all 
we can to be a good neighbour.

Although the main works will not start until 
May, if you live in or travel through the area you 
will soon see some action around the quarry 
site, including hedge trimming and clearing of 
some trees for the new perimeter bund.

Some of this will require traffic management 
for the safety of road users and our team. 
Given that some of this activity will involve 
using heavy machinery, we kindly ask you 
to stay clear of the work areas, follow any 
temporary traffic controls and ensure children 
do the same.

that Fulton Hogan and Taylor’s Contracting 
are building for Waimea Irrigators Ltd.

He says there’s nothing quite like Quality 
management on a dam construction site.

“You have to address and resolve any issue 
as it arises so it can be addressed with 
sufficient confidence before you go on,” 
Reece says.

“From a Quality perspective there‘s really 
no going back when you’ve laid 400,000 
tonne of rock and you find there’s a problem 
beneath them. 

So far, 30,000 quality documents have been 
produced for the project overall.

So, after plumbing the depths and heights  
in Quality management, what is Reece’s  
next challenge?

He’s designing and building a carbon-fibre 
electrically-powered engine plane.  The 100 
KW/H plane will weigh around 600 kg, a 
quarter of which is in the batteries.

Surely another good test of his focus  
on Quality…

Roydon Quarry 
update

Reece on site at the Waimea Dam ... @ more than 100m 
under the sea

... his electric 
aircraft under 
construction 
in his backyard


